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have been recognized by the Church, as having been divinely
ordained, and have on that ground claimed, and been granted
by the Church, complete autonomy in their own sphere, show in
history a depressing tendency to degenerate into States which
claim the same autonomy, and force the Church to grant it, on
the ground of their own absolute right, and act in future without
regard to any divine laws, real or imagined; religious absolutism
becomes secular absolutism. We have noted the irony of history
by which the State in Lutheran countries was granted by the
Church more autonomy than in Calvinist countries, although
Calvin's theory granted it much more than Luther's; and it is in
Lutheran countries that the tendency to secular absolutism has
been most manifest, Frederick the Great affording by no means
the only or the first example of State absolutism there. In England
the doctrine of the divine right of kings becomes in the hands of
Thomas Hobbes the doctrine of the absolute right of any govern-
ment which can establish itself; and although Hobbes was not
'respectable5, while the Vicar of Bray was teaching his flock.
Kings are by God appointed;
And damned are those who dare resist
Or touch the Lord's anointed,
Charles the Second was ruling England without much obvious
consultation of his divine Overlord,
It appears from the above argument that Calvin's sheer separa-
tion of the sphere of the State from that of the Bible is not
satisfactory; but also that he was right in refusing to subordinate
the State to the Bible's detailed instructions. He can help us here
to develop a theory according to which the State, acknowledging
its divine commission, shall be supreme in the taking of political
decisions, in virtue of its knowledge of the technique of government
and of the actual situation; and the Church, itself autonomous
under God, shall publicly enunciate, as the interpreter of the Biblical
message to each generation, the moral and religious principles
on which the common life of men ought to be founded^